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TO ALL: THANK YOU!

W

ELCOME to all readers, whether
you’re volunteers, recipients, or simply
interested locals. First things first- a huge thank
you to all who have joined us on this amazing
journey that began on the 20th March with
one single collection point. What began as a
message from Xavier in an AFC Wimbledon
supporters WhatsApp is now one of the biggest
volunteering efforts in the country.
We now have over 500 volunteers across Merton,
Kingston, and Wandsworth. This last week we
distributed over 1,800 food packages, supplied
five hospitals and three ambulance stations, as
well as homeless shelters and care homes.
On top of that, our Keep Kids Connected Project
has distributed over 200 devices, making sure
children without phones and laptops are not left
behind during lockdown.
Perhaps most inspiring has been our collaboration
with other groups who have come to us as the
people able to get things done- Merton Mutual
Aid, Mencap, Street Kitchen, RacketsCubed, Ebury
Surplus, the list goes on! We’ve also popped up
with odd-jobs here and there, oven-fixing, turflaying, buggy-supplying, universal credit-sorting,
and birthday-singing!
Whatever role you play, donating, volunteering,
or spreading the word to those in need, keep
doing what you are doing. We are inspiring each
other and the wider community. Keep smiling.
Keep sharing. Keep going.

Have you got ideas for our next newsletter? Want to write a feature on
why you got involved? Get in touch - ollieryantucker@gmail.com

WHY WE DO IT
TESTIMONIAL FROM
A VOLUNTEER

WHAT IT MEANS

From our Wandsworth
Phone team

A

great friend told me about
the Dons Local Action
Group. The need was great and
they needed bodies. I was only
too happy to help and stuck my
name down for Southside and
then Balham. The pace at which
new collection points were being
set up at supermarkets was
quite incredible! I really enjoyed
the store collection but thought
I’d try other spots too, so I signed
up to be a caller - following up
referrals and talking directly to
the people we were set up to
help. That took my breath away
and made me feel like a legend.
Older people on their own or
looking after another adult,
sometimes with disabilities;
families with young children,
and older children, and babies
and maybe expecting! Everyone
was so humble and so grateful
for anything and everything. The
older people enjoyed a bit of a
chat too. The sense of isolation
and worry is there.
People couldn’t believe I was
offering them some food for
free, maybe some cleaning
products and other essentials!
And yes we could also offer
nappies and wipes and baby food
and sanitaryware – people were
incredulous at what was on offer.
I was asked several times “Well,
how much is it?” they could not
get their heads around the fact
it was really free! Hopefully one
day in the future we will meet to
celebrate this amazing success
and I can put faces to all of the
WhatsApp names!!!

Click here to watch our
video explain how we
have helped keep kids
connected.

“I WISH I COULD HUG YOU! I’M JUST SO
THANKFUL FOR EVERYTHING YOU’VE DONE!”

Click here to watch our
video explain how we
have helped keep kids
connected.

TWITTER FEEDS

Merton Giving
Thank you @DonsLocalAction for all of your
fantastic work in our community and beyond.
You make #Merton very proud

RacketsCubed
Amazing work Team Dons! Charities like us
couldn’t operate without your support. You are
helping almost 500 families in need this week in
the area...and likely 600+ next week

Home-Start Wandsworth
Thank you. You have made so many of our
families so incredibly happy. “My gosh, I just
received 3 boxes of shopping. You are incredible.
Thanks so much, I feel so emotional.”

Special delivery to an elderly couple celebrating
their 35th wedding anniversary
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