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TO ALL: THANK YOU!

T

hird edition! It feels like the first came out
only yesterday, it has all been a bit of a
blur! This week we have expanded yet again,
into Worcester Park, Clapham South, and our
first Marks and Spencer’s stall in Wandsworth.
I wanted to take this chance to write briefly
about what our food boxes and assistance mean
to the people who get them.
On a basic level, it is the food that they need
to survive. But it says so much more than just
that. They probably aren’t a football fan, let
alone an AFC Wimbledon fan (who they may
never have heard of!), and here are strangers at
their door, here to help.

M

uch is made of the hesitancy or reluctance
to ask for help these days. I like to think
Dons Local Action is doing its bit to help counter
that. Each food box carries with it the implied
message: “You are my neighbour, you deserve
the dignity of being able to put food on the
table for you or your family, and we are here to
help”. At the same time, our presence on stalls
sends another message, reminding people we
live in a community that cares.

I

n a time, coronavirus related and beyond,
where many are noticing an increased tension
within society, the symbolic value of a food
parcel is much more than the contents of the
food within it. So keep going, and remember
that one simple shift on a supermarket stall
means much more than it may first seem!
Ollie Ryan Tucker

Got ideas for our next issue? Get in touch ollieryantucker@gmail.com

WHY WE DO IT
TESTIMONIAL FROM A
VOLUNTEER
Lily McConnell
When Boris Johnson announced the lockdown on
March 23rd I felt really unsettled. I watched it with my
sister in our living room but once the speech was over
I found myself in my bedroom upset and worrying
about how many people must be feeling anxious and
afraid in that exact moment. Im a nanny who’s fit and
healthy, with incredible employers who have allowed
me to stay at home and still be paid so I don’t have to
worry. I felt very lucky but also unsettled.
I had seen Dons Local Action Group set up asking
shoppers to donate. At this point it was when people
were going crazy stockpiling so the shelves were
pretty empty which hurt my heart. There wasn’t
much left for me or anyone else to choose to donate,
it was already in everyone else cupboards. This didn’t
stop the Dons. They were there every day and kept
expanding to more supermarkets,.
Joining the Dons makes me feel overwhelmed with
pride. We’re a 600+ team who have collected and
redistributed over 10,000 boxes worth of food. We’ve
supported schools that identify households that need
help with both food boxes and devices for school
work. We’ve supported food banks, domestic violence
charities, hospitals. We’ve supported the homeless
and worked with the council to help keep them as
safe as possible and fed. The attention to detail is
overwhelming. Everything that goes on behind the
scenes and outside those supermarkets to make
this all possible, all the effort and time, is all done by
volunteers. Not a single penny has gone into making
this operation. Just our time and our hearts and that
is incredible.

Outside the (food) boX

Some of the schools the team have been helping

Keeping Kids Connected
“Keeping Kids Connected” emerged following a
request from Mitcham and Morden MP Siobhan
McDonauagh. She’d been working with a number
of families in temporary accomodation, and the
lockdown was hitting them hard. No internet
access, no laptops or tablets to work from home.
This is the so-called “digital divide” which leaves
children from disadvantaged families far worse
off when they’re unable to go to school. Most
teachers reported that around 5% of their students
would not have adequate online access. That’s 5%
of children unable to study from home, or keep in
touch with their friends.

Dom Kelly-Project Coordinator

Two things have amazed me since helping to set
up the Keep Kids Connected project. The first is
the number of children who don’t have access
to a laptop or tablet at home. The demand from
schools and charities has been overwhelming and
shows what we are doing is important and valued.
The second thing that has amazed me is the fantastic
group of volunteers who have come together to give
children a chance of keeping up with their learning
and in touch with their friends. What a team!
This is something we have started doing
because of Covid 19, but these children didn’t
have devices before the pandemic. Hopefully
many more of them will be making use of the
devices so kindly donated by individuals and
businesses long after the virus is behind us.

Do you have a spare device?
Or can you help spread the
word? Tell your friends and
family!

www.keepkidsconnected.co.uk

Volunteer Insight
Luiz Simpson
Keeping Kids Connected
I work in Cybersecurity as a day job and have
always been very passionate about education, and
especially maximising educational opportunities
for those from disadvantaged backgrounds. When I
first learnt about the Keep Kids Connected project,
I knew I had to be part of it! Through my work as a
governor at a local primary school, I’m acutely aware
that even in 2020 there are unfortunately children
who still do not have access to a computer at home
for learning, and in some cases no internet access.
My involvement in the project is that of an IT
specialist. I receive collected laptops from our
wonderful donors, check they are safe, ensure all data
on the disk is securely erased so it is unrecoverable
before refurbishing and testing the devices. The
laptops and tablets are then collected by our team
of drivers and passed onto children via schools.
I’ve also had the opportunity to deliver laptops to
schools which has allowed me to hear first hand
from teachers just what difference these devices
will make. I found the experience very moving and
humbling.
It also helped bring home that behind every device
we refurbish is a child who will now have access to a
computer they canusetoengagewithlearningathome.
Even though my home office has at times resembled
a warehouse, the opportunity to play my part in
helping those less fortunate than myself within my
community at this testing time has been amazing
and very personally rewarding.

