NEWSLETTER

5th Edition | 7th June 2020

TO ALL: THANK YOU!

Issue 5!
We're into June- it's incredible to think
we've been going for almost 3 months
now! In this issue we're taking a look
at the work of the Dons Trust, and
there's a volunteer insight from inhouse musician Bethy Reeves!
For many of us, the 'can-do' attitude of
the group is our most valuable asset.
When Siobhain McDonagh, Mitcham
and Morden MP asked for our help
in a connectivity project, we quickly
answered the call, with our response
becoming the Keep Kids Connected
initiative. It has now supplied over 300
devices to dozens of schools, and we
are working closely with Putney's MP
Fleur Anderson as well.
When similar calls have been made for
household items, our networks have
facilitated the donation, collection,
and installation of essentials such as
fridges and cookers.
But we've done much more than the
essentials. After an impromptu visit
to one elderly food box recipient, we
now regularly bring birthday cheer to
those on our lists with music, cake and
flowers. For those isolated during these
difficult times, it's a small gesture that
reminds them that there are people
who care.

Got ideas for our next issue? Get in touch ollieryantucker@gmail.com

Outside the (food) boX
Bethy Reeves
Volunteering for DLAG has been one of
the most inspiring things I’ve ever done.
It’s been amazing to see so many people
come together, all with the aim of helping
people in need. DLAG’s work is grounded
in inclusivity; people are donating — and
volunteers are delivering — food and
laptops (and even helping with things like
installing cookers and fridges) to people
they didn’t know beforehand, baking
birthday cakes for people they’ve never
even met before, the list goes on.
It’s been lovely to meet people from the
local area who I otherwise might not have
met — I’ve even been passing regular
Sainsbury’s shoppers in the street when
I’m not on shift and waving hello to them!
I’ve never seen selflessness on such a huge
scale — volunteers are cycling/walking/
driving/scootering about from one job
to another, often giving up hours every
day for days on end. The get-up-and-go
attitude of all the volunteers is unlike
anything I’ve been a part of before; if a job
needs doing, it gets done.
As well as doing supermarket shifts, I’ve
been volunteering at the Merton food
hub at Old Ruts, and the team there are
incredible.

Do you deliver to someone with a birthday or special occasion coming up? Drop
Bethy an email! bethy3799@gmail.com

They’ve been going non-stop since this all
started, giving so much to the community and
never expecting anything back.
I have also somehow managed to become the
DLAG resident musician, going and playing
happy birthday on my accordion — along with
a cake and card — to some of the people we
deliver food boxes to! Seeing the reactions,
especially of elderly people who live on their
own (one of the birthday visits we did was
for a 90th!) has been so heart-warming, and
I’ve been loving cycling from one house to
the next with my accordion on my back — it
makes me feel like I live in a little village and
I’m the village musician! Get in touch if you
know if anyone we deliver to has a birthday
coming up soon!
One of the best parts of volunteering has
been seeing positive change, especially in
relation to our homelessness response.
Seeing someone who was previously sleeping
rough, whom Ollie and I met on the Broadway
one day after a supermarket shift, now
volunteering for DLAG himself at that same
supermarket just a week or so later and
having secured temporary accommodation
with the help of DLAG and, was incredible,
and epitomises the dispelling of societal
boundaries that our work helps to promote.
I am so grateful to be involved in such an
uplifting community effort, and I can’t wait
for my first AFC Wimbledon game with all the
wonderful friends I’ve made over the past
couple of months!

The Dons Trust
Jane Lonsdale
My first DLAG shift was on Sunday 17 May
outside Iceland in Worcester Park (right). I
am not though a novice to volunteering. I am
quite heavily involved with AFC Wimbledon
as vice chair of the Dons Trust Board, the
elected board who represent the members
of the Dons Trust who are the owners of the
football club. For my day job I work at HM
Treasury and so, as you can imagine my work
has somewhat swamped my life for the last
few months. I have felt somewhat guilty that
I haven’t been able to do as much as I would
like for the DLAG but a week’s annual leave
recently meant I was able to sign up for a few
shifts.
I read Craig Peacock’s article in the last
fantastic DLAG newsletter (edition 4) and it
reminded me of how proud I am of what we
do as a football club. We aren’t just about the
90 mins on a Saturday afternoon but about
what we do in the community. It has always
been central to what we are as a football
club. I remember a few years ago when we
were seeking planning permission for the
new stadium and we did some information
sessions within the Wimbledon community to
explain about the club. There was some real
fear from local residents about “football fans”
and, I realise I am biased, but explaining about
the community work we do really is part of
the story of the club.
The DLAG is an absolute representation of that
and why it is so important. I remember when
Xav approached the Board in the middle of
March with his idea and request for help and
the link was made with the AFC Wimbledon
Foundation – the charity bit of the club.

The Foundation (and club) has a track record
of great community work. Football is generally
the “in” but the focus is on health, inclusion and
education. Whether it be children’s football
on a Saturday morning in Wimbledon Park
or walking football for the over 50’s or other
projects like the ‘Active Womble Summer
Scheme’.
Just before the end of the season last year
the Foundation ran a raffle to raise funds
for that project – the intention to run a free
four-week ‘Active Womble Summer Scheme’
on the Phipps Bridge estate in Mitcham. It
provided a summer holiday with a difference
for children with lots of different activities
and it included a free meal each day – vital
for those families who lose the free school
meal when the children on summer holidays.
Separately, I oversee the club’s Diversity and
Inclusion Working group and we have run lots
of inclusiveness events including women at
the game and Kick It Out events. It’s all part of
what Wimbledon is about.
I’d like to extend the Dons Trust’s thanks to
every one of the DLAG volunteers. I have
been amazed at the number of volunteers
and how we have reached so many different
parts of the community. As Craig said in his
article last week the people donating often
thank us for giving them the opportunity to
do their bit to help others in the awfulness
that is COVID-19. Thanks to you all, whether
it be for a single shift or regular shifts, your
work in supporting the community is brilliant.

THANK YOU
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