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TO ALL: THANK YOU!

June is halfway through! This week
we have a volunteer insight from
Lauren Westal who has been a
stalwart of our Tesco New Malden
stall since we set up there. Often
doing six days a week, she's an
expert at working the queue!
We've also written a little bit about
how Dons Local Action was formed.
"How It All Began" is a new feature
and each week we'll be telling the
next bit of our incredible story.
To think that none of this existed
three months ago is incredible. As
ever with Wimbledon fans, this
demonstrates the ability of everyday
people coming together, harnessing
a collective of skills and abilities for
the greater good.
Premier League football starts again
this week and whilst it'll be exciting
to watch, I'm sure many of you share
the same longing I do for our first
game, a new season but crucially, a
new stadium, completing our longawaited return to Merton.
Whenever it happens, it'll be off the
back of this incredible volunteering
effort which has brought together
fans and those who have never seen
a game. It's an experience I can't
wait to share with them!
Got ideas for our next issue? Get in touch ollieryantucker@gmail.com

Volunteer Insight
Lauren Westal
I currently work for AFC Wimbledon and have done
for over 3 years now, and I thoroughly enjoy it. The
feedback that I receive from the club is brilliant
because I am representing the AFC Wimbledon
and doing something incredible. Volunteering for
DLAG has been the best thing that I have ever
done!
It is amazing to see such a wide variety of people
involved, some that I have seen before as they
are supporters, but also others who have just got
involved. I have been involved since we started at
Tesco New Malden, 6 days a week. It is quite full
on but I see it as three hours of the day through
which I’m helping a huge variety of people.
I have done some shifts with students at local
schools which has been enjoyable too- it’s nice to
see the younger generation getting involved!
What I love the most is seeing regular customers,
and having a chat with them. My main task at
Tesco is walking down the queue interacting with
shoppers, and telling them what we are looking
for. It is not everyone’s cup of tea but I enjoy the
interactions- people at Tesco are very generous,
lots of them know we are there and ask us what
we need.
I’ve also had times where people in need approach
the stall. There was a man one day who was
clearly struggling, so I gave him a leaflet and told
him to ring the number. A few days later his son
came down to say thank you for the vital help.
There’s a few other projects I’ve been involved in,
for example, I got over 1000 lanyards sorted for
our volunteers. I am so proud to be part of this
wonderful charity, and I can’t wait for the football
to start to see all these new faces at Plough Lane!

How it all began
Part One
Towards the start of the season AFC
Wimbledon announced that there was a
significant funding shortfall for their new
stadium. The fan ownership model was
questioned, and with potential investors
lined up, a series of meetings asked
whether it was time for Wimbledon fans to
move away from fan-ownership in order to
plug the gap.
A group of Wimbledon fans, Xavier
Wiggins, Damien Woodward and Charlie
Talbot came up with the Plough Lane Bond,
a way for fans and non-fans to purchase a
bond, select a period of return and a rate
of interest. They recruited an army of
volunteers to leaflet train stations across
South London, and fans dropped leaflets
through letterboxes across Merton. This
proved an overwhelming success, raising
£5.4 million, and securing AFC Wimbledon
as a fan-owned club.
On the 15th of March with the pandemic
first hitting the UK, Xavier sent a message
to the Plough Lane Bond WhatsApp group.
It noted we have a volunteer army, and
the importance the club and its fans place
on community support, and suggested
the "crazy idea" of putting that volunteer
army towards supporting our community
through Covid-19.

Craig Wellstead, then President of Old Ruts was
on board straight away, and the Old Rutlishians
Sports Club became our Merton hub. Cormac
van der Hoeven, Shirley Kennett, Lee Willett, and
a number of others who have been key players
in DLAG expressed their support and interest.
A day later the WhatsApp group was made and
the first question came up: what should we call
ourselves? "Dons Versus Corona" was the initial
suggestion, then “Dons Tackle Corona” was put
forward, playing on the football angle. A few
hours later and Xavier suggested “Dons Local
Action Group”. It struck a chord, and we soon
had a press release, a briefing statement, and a
rough idea of what we wanted to do.
Philip Rudling, director of the AFCW Foundation
was quick to offer his support, with the AFCW
Foundation minibuses being made available and
Nick Skilton who runs Endeavour Youth Club and
is a member at Old Ruts immediately offered his
minivan and driving skills. Offers of support in
time and donations came pouring in and within
days the efforts were up and running.
There was plenty of trial and error as Craig and
his daughter Emily moved from room to room at
Old Ruts.
Whilst they had initially reserved the changing
rooms for our efforts, we soon realised that
wouldn't be enough. Exemplifying their spirit of
generosity and adaptability, they opened up the
entire clubhouse. Here from day one, without
their support none of this would have happened.
We look forward to celebrating with them in the
near future!

