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We're into July, and on Issue 9! This has 
been a busy week for Dons Local Action, 
and we've had some great media coverage. 

We were featured extensively on BBC Radio 
London, head to our Twitter or Facebook 
to have a look, and we had a great visit on 
Monday from Dons players on their very 
own #TourDeSouthLondon, where they 
travelled across our stalls and hubs. 

We've seen some of our volunteers go 
back to work this week, so I thought I'd 
take the opportunity to give them a tiny 
portion of the praise they deserve here. 
Fiona Sutherland has been running our 
Wandsworth hub with Kevin McArthur. 

Fiona typifies why Dons Local Action has 
had the success it has; volunteers like her 
throwing everything they have into this, 
giving up vast amounts of time and effort 
for it. Her dilligence and hardwork will be 
greatly missed! 

Another of our behind the scenes heroes, 
Alice Weleminsky-Smith has also stepped 
back. Alice led the procurement team, 
working with big donations, as well as 
driving our online recruitment efforts. 
We owe huge thanks to her dedicated 
approach!

Getting involved in Dons Local Action can 
have a real impact on our own lives, as well 
as helping those in need. Reach out to your 
friends or family and get them on board! 

TO ALL: THANK YOU!

Got ideas for our next issue? Get in touch ollieryantucker@gmail.com



Between lockdown gins, periods 
of loneliness, home schooling and 
watching all the TV, I was looking for 
something of purpose to do.
 Something that was going to make the 
next few months more bearable. I am 
a collection point in my area for food 
for the Wimbledon Foodbank, I put 
my name forward as a volunteer for 
Merton Aid, and as an NHS volunteer 
on my road and I leafleted, in gloves 
and mask as much as I could to get out.

Then I joined DLAG after I saw a buddy 
of mine, Kelly Averis hanging out on 
the streets of Wandsworth doing 
something that looked like talking to 
people. Gasp! Human interaction, what 
a thought, and human interaction for 
an exceptionally good cause. 

Up to that very moment I had no 
knowledge of AFC Wimbledon, or 
the Dons Local Action Group. Xavier 
made me wear a football shirt! Horror 
of horrors. And I pretty much started 
from there, doing a few supermarket 
shifts, and then moving to driving. 

I have my own company Violet 
Upholstery, and I drive a cool pickup 
truck which had been idling for 3 weeks.

Volunteer Insight
Sophie Cronin



I have had no business for 14 weeks, 
it’s fairly crippling, but not in the ways I 
have seen this C-19 affect families, and 
individuals. 

I am lucky in that respect, and it is only 
right to do what I can to help others. 
The generosity of volunteers and those 
donating is truly humbling and I am so 
proud to be part of this amazing group 
of people. You really are all wonderful.

Very often my children accompany 
me, and between tic-tok-ing at every 
possible moment and helping unload, I 
am proud to know they have learnt so 
much about social responsibility and 
how communities can come together 
to do wonderful things. You don’t get 
that at primary school!

I now know a little bit about AFC 
Wimbledon and a lot about DLAG, 
and I would definitely attend a game if 
someone were to explain a few rules, I 
might even wear the t-shirt. And I will, 
without hesitation, continue to work 
with DLAG. 

We're always in need of new volunteer 
insights! Got something to say about 
what you do for the Dons Local Action 
group? Let me know! Drop me a message 
or an email at ollieryantucker@gmail.
com



TOUR DE SOUTH LONDONTOUR DE SOUTH LONDON
Last Monday a group of AFC Wimbledon 
players got on their bikes and visited our 
hubs and stalls. Here's a little write-up of 

what they got up to!

The players had been keen to show their 
support for Dons Local Action. They'd 
done the Instagram and Twitter posts, 
spreading awareness and getting the 

message out there, but they were keen 
to get directly involved. For our many 
volunteers who are Wimbledon fans, 
it was a special moment, meeting the 

players we cheer on each Saturday. But 
for those who aren't connected to the 

club, it was an opportunity to emphasise 
the importance the club places on 

community action, and above all, player-
led community action. This was very 

much a player initiative which makes it 
that much more special.  

First team coach Mark Robinson has 
been involved with Dons Local Action 

from early on, doing shifts at Morrisons 
Wimbledon and at Tesco, and after 

seeing Morgen Brits cycling heroics, he 
came up with this idea. With the players 
he put together a schedule. One day, 21 

stops, and over 50 miles on the bike!

The cycling contingent was made up 
of Paul Osew, Paul Kalambayi, Nesta 
Guiness-Walker, Archie Procter, Luke 
O'Neill, Jack Rudoni, as well as Dons 
kitman Robin Bedford aka"Rocket"! 



The Dons started at Kingston, visiting the 
Kingsmeadow hub. Paul Kalambayi told us that 

he was "amazed" by the sheer scale of the 
operation. Those at the hub that day were glad 
of the visit, a nice recognition of their efforts. 
Paul added that Dons Local Action is reflective 

of what he calls a "Womble mentality", a 
strong community focus putting a smile on 

strangers faces. The Dons were also joined at 
Kingsmeadow Haydon the Womble, always 

keen to get in on the action!

From there they went onto our Merton Old 
Ruts hub, stopping off at various stalls where 
they were met by both Dons fans and those 
new to the AFC Wimbledon community. One 

volunteer wrote that they were struck by how 
interested and enthused the players were by 
their efforts. Nesta Guiness-Walker told us it 

as a "great opportunity to go and see the hard 
work that goes on behind the scenes", and 
that he "can't wait to see as many of you as 
possible at Plough Lane" when it reopens.

The cycle continued to Wandsworth, meeting 
volunteers and helping out at the hub. Colin, 

one of our Wandsworth stalwarts was "blown 
away", describing the lads as "brilliant". 

Perhaps most notably, he was "hooked on 
the whole energy" Dons Local Action and the 
club transmitted, and will now get a season 

ticket at Plough Lane! Archie Procter has been 
with the club since age 11, signing his first 

professional contract this time last year, and 
he described it as "inspiring to all the players".

Of the players on "Tour De South London", 
four have come through the AFC Wimbledon 

academy, which sums up the community focus 
behind the club. The visit was also a great 

example of the club and community as one 
unit: that "Womble mentality" Paul Kalambayi 

described! 


